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“BUY ROCKVILLE” CAMPAIGN GETS OFF TO A STRONG START

More than a Hundred Businesses Upload and Update Information on www.buyrockville.org website and site searches increase by more than 5,000 page views

ROCKVILLE, MD.— On Monday, December 8th Rockville Economic Development (REDI) Executive Director Sally Sternbach reported to the Mayor and City Council that the first ten days of the “Buy Rockville” campaign successfully engaged many citizens and hundreds of businesses in this localized business retention effort.

“With the support of the community, the City, our partners at the Chamber of Commerce and area property owners, we have been able to mobilize a grassroots effort that supports our local businesses during this crucial holiday shopping season,” said Sternbach. “It is refreshing to see the community come together and recognize the impact of their shopping actions. The Buy Rockville logo shows a person, indicating that this is a call to action for everyone who spends a dollar this holiday season.  Individual shopping choices directly impact the livelihood of neighborhood businesses, whether they be local hair dressers, dry cleaners, corner delis, restaurants, coffee shops, toy stores, computer shops, or jewelry, art, music or specialty stores.” 

During her presentation to the Mayor and Council, she noted that 114 businesses had registered or updated company profiles through the www.BuyRockville.org web portal, which utilizes the business listings at RockvilleLiving.com. Previously, updates or new listings on RockvilleLiving averaged only 3-4 businesses per week. The number of unique visitors to the website increased from 2,000 or less in early November to nearly 3,500 during the second week of the campaign. Page views also increased on the site from 12,000 to nearly 17,000 during this same time period. “These statistics show that local businesses are taking advantage of this free web posting opportunity, and our citizens are using this tool to search for more local items once they get to the site,” Sternbach said. 

She also reported that “Buy Rockville” posters and fliers have been designed and distributed at a variety of holiday and shopping events at Congressional Plaza, Town Square, Nutcracker ballet performances, VisArts/Rooftop events, the Glenview Mansion Holiday Open House, and the Austin Grill CD Release event. Collateral materials have been provided to all Rockville shopping center property managers and distributed directly to more than 101 individual stores and/or restaurants. Fliers have also been distributed to City facilities. 

“We hope our residents check the BuyRockville.org website and take this campaign to heart,” said Sternbach. “We know that every dollar spent in Rockville has a multiplier factor and changes hands an additional 6-8 times right here in our own economy.”
 

REDI, the Chamber of Commerce and the Mayor and Council will be providing additional details on the campaign throughout the holiday season. To learn more visit www.buyrockville.org or visit the Rockville Economic Development website at www.RockvilleREDI.org.







###

About Rockville Economic Development, Inc.
The mission of Rockville Economic Development, Inc. (REDI) is to strengthen and broaden the economic base of Rockville.  As part of that mission, REDI supports entrepreneurship, promotes Rockville as a great place to work and live; assists businesses looking to relocate or expand in Rockville; facilitates the site selection, permitting and licensing processes; serves as a liaison to the people and programs in other levels of government; and maintains and disseminates information on the community, workforce, and economic climate of the Rockville, where we are "Known for the Companies We Keep."  REDI offers its resources to the community free-of-charge, and welcomes inquiries and referrals.
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