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Stakeholders from Across the Region Join in the Launch of the 

New Rockville Women’s Business Center 

New Center to be Housed and Supported
 by Rockville Economic Development, Inc.

Today more than 70 community, government and business stakeholders from across the region joined Sally Sternbach, Executive Director of Rockville Economic Development, Inc. (REDI) and the REDI Board for the launch of the new Rockville Women’s Business Center (RWBC).  Dignitaries participating in the launch program included: The Honorable Phyllis Marcuccio, Mayor of the City of Rockville; Steve Silverman, Director or the Montgomery County Department of Economic Development; Sheldon Caplis, Regional Director, ,South Atlantic Region, Community Relations, of Citi; The Honorable Valerie Ervin, Vice President, Montgomery County Council; and Bridget Bean, Director of the Washington Metropolitan District Office, of the U.S. Small Business Administration.
The RWBC is designed to help Montgomery County’s diverse population start and build successful women-owned enterprises that are positioned for long-term growth in our community. Its founding follows a 10-month feasibility study establishing the need for such an entity in Montgomery County.   The Center will foster new business creation through specifically tailored training, counseling and technical assistance.

“We have worked to bring this Center to fruition because we need to foster entrepreneurship at all levels to sustain a healthy, vibrant and diverse business community,” said Sternbach.  “Housing this new center within REDI’s office will link these new programs to existing programs.  REDI and the RWBC will work together to support the creation and growth of local companies of all types, including biotech, high-tech, and service. There is a wealth of talent in our community and a great potential for new job creation here.”  

During the launch event, representatives from organizations across the community participated in a facilitated discussion regarding opportunities for the RWBC to address unmet needs and initiate additional collaborations to maximize the reach of the Center. Lori Gillen, the new Managing Director of the center, presented data supporting this initiative, unveiled the new RWBC website (www.rockvillewbc.org), and announced upcoming seminars and programs.

There are approximately 110 Women’s Business Centers in the United States. Citi Foundation/Citi and the Montgomery County Department of Economic Development currently fund the new Rockville Women’s Business Center. 

For more information, visit www.rockvillewbc.org or contact Lori Gillen at wbc@rockvilleredi.org or 301-315-8096.

### 
About Rockville Economic Development, Inc.
The mission of Rockville Economic Development, Inc. (REDI) is to assure the City’s future economic vitality.  From accessing funding sources to workforce development…from educational programming to market intelligence…from advisory services to introductions to key decision-makers…REDI helps companies grow by providing knowledge, access, resources, and direction to companies at all stages of growth.  REDI offers its resources to the community free-of-charge, and welcomes inquiries and referrals.  For more information contact, Info@RockvilleREDI.org

About Rockville Women’s Business Center
The Rockville Women's Business Center (RWBC) helps Montgomery County's diverse population start and build successful women-owned enterprises that are positioned for long-term growth in our community.  The RWBC is a program of Rockville Economic Development, Inc., and open to all.  To learn more, please contact wbc@RockvilleREDI.org.
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